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SUBJECT: U.S. SPOKESMAN ADMITS AMERICAN MERCENARIES IN 
RHODESIA 

1 . FOLLOWING APPEARED IN FBIS NO. 38 MARCH 7 DATE LINED 
LUSAKA: 

"AN AMERICAN EMBASSY SPOKESMAN ADMITTED IN LUSAKA TODAY 
THAT THERE ARE SOME AMERICAN CITIZENS FIGHTING AS MERCEN- 
ARIES IN REBEL RHODESIA AGAINST FREEDOM-FIGHTERS. COMMENT- 
ING ON A CUBAN NEWS AGENCY REPORT THAT MORE THAN 400 
AMERICANS ARE AMONG 1,200 MERCENARIES FIGHTING FOR THE 
REBEL RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT, THE AMERICAN EMBASSY SPOKES- 
MAN SAID THERE ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO 
FIGHT ON BEHALF OF THE RHODESIAN WHITES. 

"IN AN INTERVIEW WITH ZANA (ZAMBIA NEWS AGENCY— FBIS), 
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THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOT DENIED 
THIS FACT BECAUSE THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THAT SOME AMERICAN 
CITIZENS ARE FIGHTING ON BEHALF OF RHODESIAN WHITES. 

ASKED WHAT STEPS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IS TAKING TO STOP 
THE RECRUITMENT OF MERCENARIES IN THE COUNTRY THE SPOKESMAN 
SAID THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT WAS WORKING ON A LEGISLATIVE 
MEASURE WHICH WOULD MAKE IT A CRIME FOR AMERICANS TO SIGN 
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AS MERCENARIES. THIS WILL SOON BE PRESENTED TO CONGRESS 
FOR CONSIDERATION AND WHEN IT HAS BEEN APPROVED AS LAW 
ANY AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO SIGNS AS A MERCENARY WILL BE 
PROSECUTED. " 

2. DEPARTMENT HAS NO INFORMATION THAT SUCH LEGISLATION 
IS CURRENTLY UNDER CONSIDERATION. WOULD APPRECIATE 
EMBASSY'S COMMENTS. 
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